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He heard the master of Pirjola come to the
hayshed and say, " Ay, this hay is from my
farm.55

" Has he robbed you of it? " one of the
strangers asked in correct, stiff accents.

" I should say he has."

The other young man had meanwhile gone into
the house and seen the various signs of poverty,
though not with the same feelings as Juha.

" Where's your father? " he asked the girl.

" Don't know."

" How don't you know that? "

The girl tries to think of an answer, but fails.

The stranger turned to the boy and asked him;
" Do you know where father is ? "

" No."

cc Has he been here to-day ? "

" Yes."

" Well, how is it you don't know where he is
now? "

The stranger spoke in a sharper tone and took
a step towards the boy. The boy burst into
tears.

" All right, all right, don't cry. I'm not going
to eat you."

While this was going on Juha stood pressed so
close to the byre wall that when Pirjola opened
the door all he could make out at first was the
cow. Soon, however, he detected the un-
pleasantly familiar staring eyes of the man he